                    Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “I Have Come to Do It All”     

Dedication of Offering          
     *Hymn -        “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                      Page 369
      *Benediction                                                           
 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



* Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 8, 2023; this Sunday is the Baptism of Our Lord!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
LAY READERS: Jan. 8 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 15 - Doris Hand; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 8 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 15 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
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                                 January 8, 2023
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 8, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Baptism of Our Lord
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                               Norine Goss                                               
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  We Worship Christ as the Lamb of God, for he takes away the sin of the world.
P:  We worship Christ as the eternal Word, for he embodies the nature We worship Christ as the Light of the World, for he reveals the way to Life Eternal.
L: Come, let us worship him.
      *Hymn -      “God of Grace and God of Glory”              Page 292         

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
O Lord, our Heavenly Father, as we think upon your Son’s baptism we recall the vows made on our behalf or that we ourselves made at the time of our baptism. We confess that contrary to those promises we have not always resisted evil, injustice, and oppression; nor have we put our whole trust in your grace. Forgive us, we pray, and strengthen our resolve to serve you as our Lord, all our days. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 29:1-11 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones, Give unto the LORD glory and strength.
P: Give unto the LORD the glory due His name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of the holiness.
L:  The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; The LORD is over many waters.                                          

P: The voice of the LORD is powerful; The voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
L: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars, Yes, the Lord splinters the cedars of Lebanon.
P: He makes them also skip like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox.
L: The voice of the LORD divides the flames of fire.

P: The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; The LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh.

L: The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth, And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everyone says, “Glory!”

P: The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, And the LORD sits as King forever.
ALL:  The LORD will give strength to His people; The LORD will bless His people with peace.
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe in one God, the Eternal Father, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and abiding and working in our hearts as the Holy Spirit. We believe in the redemption of mankind by Jesus Christ, Who is able to save all those who trust in His Grace.
     We believe in the Kingdom of God - not yet realized, but in process - which shall prevail over all the earth in justice, love and peace. We believe that we are chosen to invest our lives in the establishment of this kingdom. Amen.                
Hymn -       “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”           Page 451
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Matthew 3:13-17 (Pg. 4 NT Pew Bible)     Donna Novinger
   Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Diane Shaffer, (Home); *Jake & Sandy Hale; *Ed Dobbin, (UMPC West Shore Hosp.); Susie Snyder; Pastor Kris Heckard; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Caleb Welcomer;  Collin Welcomer; Randy Byerly
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.    8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Jan.  10 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal (eat at church)
Jan.  15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Annual Congregational Meeting & Covered Dish Meal will be held after Worship Service. (meat will be provided)

Jan. 18 - 6:00-7:00PM - Prayer Team  - All are welcome
                7:00PM - Council Reorganization Meeting

Jan.  22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Installation of Elders and Deacons
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday January 10th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2023 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 18, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 22, 2023 during Worship Service.

CANDIDATES FOR 2023 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023
Deacons                    (2 year term) (Vote for Three)
  Bridget Campbell

  2 More Nominations needed

Elders                       (2 year term) (Vote for Two)

  Sue Faust 

  1 More Nomination needed

Sunday School Superintendent  (2 year term) (Vote for One)

  Sharon Fetterhoff

Nominating Committee (2 year term)  

    Nomination needed       (Vote for One)
National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term) 

   Nomination needed                        (Vote for Two)

Alternate for Search Committee   (Vote for One)

   (Person would attend meetings but only vote in absence of another committee member previously approved.)
Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories either before or during the Congregational Meeting.

Please pray about considering being an Elder or Deacon or on Nomination Committee or Conference Delegate.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
_____________________________________________________

                       Fill a Blessings Jar
    Need a new tradition to begin the new year? One way to reflect on your blessings as the days and months pass is to fill a Blessing Jar. Simply find a container (ideally with a lid) and place it in a prominent place in your home. Next to it, set slips of paper and writing utensils.

Encourage every family member to jot down one thing they’re grateful for every day. If you have a large family, you may need one jar for each person. You can also use different-colored paper slips for each family member.

Every week, sit down together and review the many ways that God is present in your lives.
                        A New Year wish

May the New Year bring us:
Enough happiness to keep us sweet;
Enough trials to keep us strong;
Enough hope to keep us lively;
Enough sorrows to keep us dependent upon God;
Enough failure to keep us humble;
Enough success to keep us eager;
Enough friends to give us comfort;
Enough wealth to meet our needs;
Enough enthusiasm to keep us looking forward;
Enough faith to overcome despair;
And enough determination to use every day
and situation somehow for good.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for January 8, 2023

Invocation:

O God, as we come to worship you we pray that we may be aware of your presence with us through the Holy Spirit.  Open our ears to hear you speak to us through the songs we sing and the words we hear.  Open, too, our hearts that being warmed by your Spirit, we may be ready to go back to our daily tasks ready to witness to your love.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:
Psalm 29



Matthew 3:13-17

“I Have Come to Do it All”

Isn’t it frustrating sometimes when you’re not able to get everything done that you want to do? There’s always something that should have been done, but you just didn’t have the time or energy to do it. Life is like a juggling act, and you’re always dropping something. You have to work, you want to spend time with your family, it’s good to exercise, you’re supposed to keep up your home, you would like to be a good neighbor to people, maybe get involved in the community somehow, you know that God wants you to spend time in his Word, and spend time praying to him, and you’re also supposed to fit into your life somewhere some rest and recreation.

And when you look back on the day, or the week, you can always find something that you didn’t do, that you should have done. There’s always another phone call that you should have made, or another person that you should have visited, or another event you should have attended, another errand you should have run. Who has time to do it all? Trying to do everything is like coming home with 10 bags of groceries, and trying to fit them all in your kitchen cabinets – not everything fits.

And the same thing is true about Christianity. As Christians, there is so much more that we would like to do, and that we really ought to do for God. But how do you do it all? We all want to glorify him. We all want to grow in our understanding of his Word, and our understanding of what his will is for our lives. We all would like to become more and more Christ-like in our lives. We all would like to witness more. But once again, who has time to do it all? And who has the ability to do it all well? It’s easy, as Christians, to look back over our lives and feel pressure to do more, and then feel guilty because you didn’t do enough, or you didn’t do it well enough.

This morning, we’re going to look at a moment in the life of Jesus, and see how that moment can bring you and me a great deal of comfort and encouragement in our lives as Christians. I thank God that Jesus, our Savior, came and he came to do it all and he did it all very well for us. Let’s look at Matthew chapter 3.

It must have been very surprising for John to see Jesus come around the corner and asked to be baptized at the Jordan River. It was a normal day for John the Baptist as he did his work preaching and baptizing until Jesus arrived. From John’s point of view, Jesus didn’t need to be baptized. After all, he was the Son of God, he was the Christ. He was without sin. What did he need baptism for? John even said to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you. And you come to me?” If anyone needs to be baptized, John said, it is me. I’m the sinner. I’m the one that needs salvation. Why don’t you baptize me, Jesus?

But look at Jesus’ answer in verse 15: “Let it be so now; it is proper to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. John didn’t realize what a big moment this was, in God’s plan of salvation. Jesus’ baptism was the official beginning of his public life and work on behalf of all humankind. Before his baptism, Jesus lived privately. He kept a low profile. He wasn’t out, preaching, teaching, performing miracles, and confronting the Pharisees. But now the time had come to do his work. And his baptism marked the beginning.

And what a great way to mark the beginning of his public ministry!  He received what he wanted every Christian to receive, and that’s baptism. In a sense, Jesus started his ministry by saying, “I’m one of you. I’m human like you. I live on this earth like you. And now, I have been baptized, like you.” Jesus identifies with us. He was baptized like us.

And notice how Jesus describes his baptism: “It is proper to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” In other words, if you can think of all the righteous things that God wants people to do while they’re on this earth, I, Jesus says, I have come to do it all, and that includes being baptized. I have come to do everything.

Just think of all the things that Jesus would have to do over the next three years to fulfill all righteousness. He couldn’t leave any stone unturned. He would have to be a man of prayer, and do that perfectly. He would have to be a man of love, and he did that too as we see from the way he treated his disciples and the crowds that followed him. He would have to be a man of humble service, and we see that in his healing and in his teaching. He would have to be a man of sacrifice as he gave up everything, even his own life to pay for the sins of all humankind. And he would have to do all these things perfectly and flawlessly. He would have to do it all – he couldn’t leave anything undone. He had come to fulfill all righteousness. What a difficult job description!

Where did he get the strength to do it all?  From his baptism. Look at verse 16: “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.” Every time a baptism takes place, the Spirit of God descends on a person. At your baptism, the Spirit of God descended on you in an invisible way. And that’s when the Holy Spirit came upon you and changed your life and strengthened your bond with God. That’s when the Holy Spirit gave you special gifts that you didn’t have before, gifts you could use to glorify God throughout your life.

At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit came in a visible way. The Holy Spirit looked like a dove, landing on Jesus. Now Jesus didn’t need to be reborn like we do. But Jesus did need to be strengthened. He had come to do it all, as the Savior of the world, and that was no small task. The Holy Spirit descended on him to equip him with strength, and with determination, and with intensity and resolve to be the Savior of all humankind. Three years worth of strength was given to Christ at his baptism. That’s how he was able to do it all, to glorify his Heavenly Father the way he did.

And that’s when God the Father spoke. You see, God the Father could see the future. He could see what Jesus would do over the next three years. He could see whether or not Jesus would be able to do it all – the praying, the acts of love, the teaching, the serving, the humility, the suffering for the sins of all mankind. God could see the future. He could see what Jesus would do. And listen to the grade the Father gives to his Son in advance: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” He will do it all, the Father said. And he will do it all very very well. With him, I am already well pleased.

What a great beginning to Jesus’ public life and public ministry on your behalf. He identifies with you. He gets strengthened by the Holy Spirit. He receives approval from the Heavenly Father. And now, he begins his work of doing it all. What a great beginning!

And what a great source of comfort and encouragement this is for you. Do you know why he came to do it all? It’s because you and I could never do it all. No matter how hard we try, we can’t be perfect people of prayer, and people who are always perfectly growing in our relationship with God, and people who are always loving and serving others perfectly, and people who are always perfectly witnessing our faith.  When you take those spiritual things and then try to combine them with the pressure of everyday life – working and family and taking care of your home and being a good neighbor and everything else – and try to do all that perfectly - we can’t do it all.

Jesus came to do what you could not do.  Jesus says to you I don’t want you to get punished for all the things you didn’t do in your life that you should have done. Or what about all those things you did do in your life, but they were done poorly. I don’t want you to get punished, so I will come and I will do it all for you. I will fulfill all righteousness. I will be your substitute. I will give you the credit for everything I do.  That’s why Jesus came.

Do you know what that means?  It means we are a forgiven child of God because of Jesus. When we believe in Jesus and have faith in him God sees us as one of his beloved children and he doesn’t see a sinner who hasn’t done enough. He sees us as one who has been made righteous by Christ Jesus who has done everything for you and me.

And this is what gives us strength and motivation to try to do great things for God in our lives. At our baptism, God gave us his Spirit. And at our baptism God gave us strength and the desire and the ability to serve Him, and to glorify Him with our life. We’ll never be able to do it all. But Christ has set us free to do as much as we can to praise God, and to serve him, and to witness to others with the gifts and abilities that he gave to us at our baptism. May God bless you as you use your life to glorify the One who has done it all, for you. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we have gathered this day to remember Jesus’ baptism, how your Spirit proclaimed that He was your beloved Son in whom you were very well pleased.  In his baptism, Jesus’ ministry was initiated.  He dedicated his life to you completely and without reservation.  Help us to dedicate our lives to you, to offer our best for you, to be of service to you by serving in your world. 

 We lift the name of those who are need of your healing_________________.  As we have lifted before you the names of people near and dear to us who need your healing touch and your tender mercies, we also lift ourselves up as people in need of your grace.  In our world there is war, oppression, hunger, and alienation.  We have not been good steward of the world.  We have not cared for one another.  Help us and this world, Lord.  Renew us with your life-giving waters and re-affirm our baptisms as your children.  May we go forth to be people of peace and mercy.  For we ask this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Go forth to love and serve your neighbors in all that you do, and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

